Let poor countries into rich research
Researchers and decisionmakers from low-income countries should help to define the research priorities of universities in high-income countries (see Nature 514, 287; 2014) . A strong guild of academics will aid the development of local solutions in poor countries that have little resilience to climate change, biodiversity loss or global health issues (see, for instance, C. Lachat et al. PLoS Med. 11, e1001593; 2014) .
It is all too common for Western scientists to engage in research in the developing world that fails to benefit their locally based peers (see K. Chu et al. PLoS Med. 11, e1001612; 2014 Over the next decade or so, natural gas can reduce coal consumption and can be rapidly dispatched to balance the intermittency of energy from wind and solar sources. In the longer term, say over the next 50 years, this mix can provide a path to an affordable, lowcarbon energy system, especially if it is configured as a backup or coupled with energy storage.
The low capital and high operating costs for natural gas combine well with the high capital and low operating costs of wind and solar. And by reducing the cost of climate mitigation, natural gas should motivate more-aggressive climate policies by governments. Gas is therefore promising because it is a powerful climate-mitigation option, not because it will prevent climate change in the absence of policy.
Moreover, the decisions that shape global energy choices are not always economic or technical (see B. K. Sovacool Nature 511, 529-530; 2014 
